
 

 
Introduction to CAN-USA 

By the CAN-USA Editorial Board 
 
Who are we, what do we do, and why do we do it?  This article will try to answer these questions.  Though we are a 
fairly new organization, founded only 2.5 years ago, we have already achieved notable results in our two principal 
goals: the professional development of our members and the technical advancement of Nepal. 
 

 
                  
                  Nepali Ambassador Chalise with CAN-USA Members                                                   CAN-USA President, Bineet Sharma, presents 
                  during the 1st Annual CAN-USA ICT conference CISCO Inc’s Distinguished Scientist, Jim Forster, 

with an award for his involvement in Nepal 

Who Are We? 
 
CAN-USA, the Computer Association of Nepal-USA, is a tax exempt US organization born on July 29th, 2007 on 
the campus of UC Berkeley, CA. It is dedicated to the professional development of its members and technological 

progress of Nepal. CAN-USA’s 
members include both Nepali and 
non-Nepali professionals from 
many disciplines including, but 
not limited to, information 
technologies, the medical, 
finance, and legal professions, 
students in institutions 
throughout the United States, and 
members from a diverse variety 
of communities.  

 
CAN-USA is born on the campus of UC Berkeley on                                                                   Group Photo of first CAN-USA Ad Hoc   
July 29th, 2007                                    Committee Meeting  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
CAN-USA is neither a community organization nor a social organization; instead, we are a results-focused 
advocacy organization.  In short, we are your community in the most diverse, complete and comprehensive sense of 
the word. 
                                                                                                    CAN, CAN-USA and HLCIT meeting in                     
                                                                                                     Kathmandu on June 2009 

What Do We Do? 
 
CAN-USA provides a professional support platform that allows its members and 
supporters to take ideas and turn them into meaningful outcomes.  Within a short 
period of time this organization has demonstrated this in many ways.  We have 
established meaningful relationships with many organizations and government agencies in Nepal, e.g., High Level 
Commission of IT (HLCIT), Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST), Planning Commission, USAID, 
ICIMOD, UNDP.  CAN-USA has provided opportunities for its members to grow professionally in the form of 
regular networking opportunities, publishing technical newsletters, supporting ongoing research and projects and 
hosting annual technological development conferences.  We have also provided significant support to numerous 
individuals who have left the United States to do development in Nepal. 



 

Examples of Past Events:  
 
We successfully completed the Inaugural US-Nepal Technology Development Conference, held on July 12-13, 
2008 at the University of California at Berkeley.  The conference assembled leading world researchers, members of 
private industry, and the Nepali Diaspora on the topics of: 
telemedicine, rural connectivity, e-governance, and emergency 
telecommunications infrastructure pertinent to challenges faced by 
Nepal. The conference assessed the present state of Nepal’s 
technological development, promoted successful efforts, and provided 
networking opportunities.   

 
His Excellency, Ambassador of the Republic 
of Nepal to the United States, Dr. Suresh 
Chalise, provided the opening remarks for this 
conference.   

 
We have published bi-annual technical newsletters, covering 
subject matters relevant to the professional growth of our members 
and technological progress of Nepal. 
 
We promote educational tourism by providing networking 
opportunities for those traveling to Nepal or US and ask if they 
could spare a few hours of their time during the trip to talk to our members and stake holders in their areas of 
expertise. 
 
Knowledge, in the fields of technology and development, is widely available in the United States.  The need for 
such knowledge in this information age is critical in Nepal.  However, the availability is either limited or 
prohibitively expensive.  Transfer of Knowledge (TofK) Initiative attempts 
to bridge this gap by leveraging the knowledge and experience of 

technologists in the United States. At 
the same time, the knowledge of 
challenges and opportunities in Nepal 
is largely contained in Nepal.  TofK 
aims to create a two-way knowledge 
exchanged mechanism, bringing 
principal and pertinent facets of 
technology, society and business to 
one knowledgebase aiming long-term 
development of Nepal. 

Nabin Acharya and Kumar Pandey                                                                                                Students  eagerly listening live teaching 
Cloud Computing from                                                                                                                     at Prime College, Kathmandu 
Silicon Valley, CA on April 24th, 2009                                                                                                                                   
 
Today, professional networking among the Nepali diasporas is generally confined to friends and is mostly at a 
social level.  CAN-USA aims to bring these professionals together so that we can help each other in our own fields.  
At the same time, some can employ CAN-USA’s platform towards ICT development projects in Nepal.  Such a 

platform will also serve as a 
key resource to students and 
recent college graduates to 
advance in their career paths.  
CAN-USA commences a 
series of professional 
networking sessions, where 

individuals come to share their ideas and experiences in an informal setting.   
      Mr. Kanwal Rekhi at a recent 
     CAN-USA networking event 



 

2nd Annual US-Nepal Technological Development Conference at ANA 2009 Convention 
 
The size of Nepali professionals in the US has reached a critical mass and continues to grow year over year. Silicon 
Valley (California) is one of the premier technology hubs in the world with a vast pool of remarkable professional 
talent Nepali Diaspora. This is a momentous opportunity for CAN-USA and the Nepali Diaspora to leverage and 
advance the sharing of knowledge and experience through a visible and impactful conference aimed at expanding 
the boundaries of professional and technological developments. 

The theme of this conference is:  ‘Technology and Entrepreneurship’ spread across a series of auditorium- style 
sessions to facilitate audience participation and interaction. 

�  CAN-USA Vision & Achievements (part of ANA General Assembly during ANA 
Inauguration) 

July 2 

�  State and Transfer of Technology to Nepal 11:30 AM–1:00 PM July 3 

�  Green Enterprise 3:00 PM–4:30 PM July 3 

�  Business Forum (with NBN)           11:30 AM–12:30 PM July 4 

�  Professional Networking Luncheon (with NBN) 12:30 PM–1:30 PM July 4 

�  Career Mgmt & Mentoring Workshop (with NKY) 1:30 PM–3:00 PM July 4 

�  The Nepali Brand 3:00 PM–4:30 PM July 4 

 
Visit the CAN-USA website (www.can-usa.org) for more details about the conference  
 
Future of CAN-USA 

CAN-USA seeks to utilize the  skills of Nepalis and Americans, and in particular, South-Asian-American 
communities to enhance the professional development of our members, and achieve tangible and meaningful 

development goals in Nepal.  It is possible for CAN-USA to do this because of its affiliation with responsible 

organizations, government offices, and aid organizations in Nepal.   

It is not necessary to be a Nepali or even a South Asian to be a member of CAN-USA or support its efforts, and a 

donation is not the only means to have a substantial impact towards these efforts.  Ideas and innovative thinking can 

have a much more profound impact than dollars alone.   CAN-USA is happy to receive ideas that can be worked 

together to produce significant results.  Please visit the CAN-USA website and consider becoming a member 

(www.can-usa.org). 

 
Join CAN-USA 
 
If you like what you read, join the forces with CAN-USA and be a member.  You can fill out an application online 
(www.can-usa.org) or send an email.  You can send a check (payable to CAN-USA) for your membership fee or go 
online and click on the PayPal donate button and pledge your membership dues. You can pledge more than your 
membership fees and we will apply that amount as ‘individual sponsorships’ on your behalf.     
 
Annual (May through April) membership dues: 
 
Students: $10 
Professionals: $50 
Institutions: $300 
 
 

For more information, please contact: 
Bineet Sharma (bineet@gmail.com) 

Suresh Ojha (spojha2000@yahoo.com) 
Pukar Malla (pukar.malla@gmail.com) 



 

CAN-USA Executive Board 

Officials: 
 
President                                      Bineet Sharma           Pleasanton, CA  
Vice President (Eastern Region)       Sanjay Sharma          Bradenton, FL 
Vice President (Mid Region)               Prabuddha Dahal      Lufkin, TX 
Vice President (Western Region)      Pukar Malla              Sunnyvale, CA 
General Secretary                            Suresh Ojha              Santa Clara, CA 
Treasurer                                        Deepak Neupane       Fremont, CA 
  
Executive Members: 
  
Aarati Shreshta      Pleasanton, CA  
Amod Pokharel       Berkeley, CA  
Amrit Pant             Mountain View, CA 
Bijay Niraula          Sunnyvale, CA  
Binod Bhattarai      Marlborough, MA  
Bisow Poudel         Berkeley, CA 
Bishnu Poudyal      Santa Clara, CA 
Dilip AThakur         Mountain View, CA 
Durga P Bhurtel      NY, NY 
Kshitij Thapaliya     Berkeley, CA 
Kobid Dahal            Lynwood, WA  
Nabin    Acharya     San Jose, CA 
Nabin Khanal          Richmond, WA 
Prajesh Shrestha     Berkeley, CA 
Ram Khanal            Atlanta, GA 
Shailesh Bhandari    San Francisco, CA  
Shiva Acharya         Denton, Tx 
Simon Dhungana     Baltimore, MD 
 
Contact Information:  CAN-USA, POB 105, Pleasanton, CA 94566;  
                                      (T) 925.998.5399; (F) 801.998.5397 
                                      www.can-usa.org 
                                      info@can-usa.org 
 


